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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2002. N.A. Book Condition: New. X+210pp We have considered the underlying
forces that shape relations among nations in the present period of world history. We turn now to consideration
of the process through which the oCicial portion of these relations is carried on, diplomacy, and to
consideration of the men who represent their nations in these relations, the diplomats. It is customary to
consider these men and their activities as very important, but if the analysis of the various chapters is correct,
the scene is set and the script largely written before the diplomats appear upon the stage. Can one really believe
that it was Matternich, as ambassador to Paris, who was responsible for keeping France and Austria at peace?
Can one believe that by taking a diCerent stand, American diplomats could have prevented China from falling
of the Communists? Is it possible that a knowledgeable and clever diplomat in New Delhi today could alter the
policy of India toward the United States or the policy of the United States toward India? If so, one can believe
that the proper diplomat in the proper place at the proper time saying the proper things can play a major role
in international politics, that a good diplomat sets the stage and writes the lines as well as performing before an
admiring public. Diplomacy can only gain public esteem by shaking oC the intrinsically isolable arguments
about virtue and conscience and concentrating on more practical goals. Reciprocal self-interest is and should
remain the central theme. In this wise and eloquent book, the author presents his views on the challenges of
diplomacy in the post-Cold War era. The author draws on his years of experience and knowledge to oCer an
overview of diplomacy as practiced in today?s world. Interweaving historical...
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