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factors that influence the probability of being happy. - As expected, positive general factors are marriage, a
high education and the per capita family income. However, only marriage has a high statistical significance. -
Negative determinants are unemployment, the number of hours worked per week, a decrease in the family
income and a perceived low relative income (compared to others). - Being a parent, i. e. having at least one
child has a negative effect. However, happiness is increasing with a rising number of children. It is important to
note that the effects of having children are very different among different groups of people: Children have a
strong positive effect on married individuals and a low effect on divorcedseparated and widowed ones. Being
at least 21 years old when the first child is born increases the likelihood that children have a positive impact on
happiness. Surprisingly, the effect of children is positive if the children do not live with their parents or if the
parents work a lot. - Social comparison and adaption effects seem to play an important role. This item ships
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