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Energy in Nature and Society

By Vaclav Smil

Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Energy in Nature
and Society is a systematic and exhaustive analysis of all the
major energy sources, storages, flows, and conversions that
have shaped the evolution of the biosphere and civilization.
Vaclav Smil uses fundamental unifying metrics (most notably
for power density and energy intensity) to provide an
integrated framework for analyzing all segments of energetics
(the study of energy flows and their transformations). The
book explores not only planetary energetics (such as solar
radiation and geomorphic processes) and bioenergetics
(photosynthesis, for example) but also human energetics (such
as metabolism and thermoregulation), tracing them from
hunter-gatherer and agricultural societies through modern-
day industrial civilization. Included are chapters on
heterotrophic conversions, traditional agriculture,
preindustrial complexification, fossil fuels, fossil-fueled
civilization, the energetics of food, and the implications of
energetics for the environment. The book concludes with an
examination of general patterns, trends, and socioeconomic
considerations of energy use today, looking at correlations
between energy and value, energy and the economy, energy
and quality of life, and energy futures. Throughout the book,
Smil chooses to emphasize the complexities and peculiarities
of the real world, and the counterintuitive outcomes of many
of its processes, over abstract models. Energy in...
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R eviews

This book is great. it was writtern quite flawlessly and helpful. You will not truly feel monotony at whenever you want
of your time (that's what catalogs are for concerning if you ask me).
-- Ster ling  K r is     

Comprehensive information for book fans. It is one of the most amazing book i actually have read. Once you begin to
read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Yoshiko O kuneva  
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