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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 40 pages.
Original publisher: Emmitsburg, Md. : Federal Emergency Management Agency, U. S. Fire Administration,
National Fire Data Center, 1990 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)77118396 Subject: Fire investigation -- Case studies.
Excerpt: . . . USFA-TR-034 October 1989 5 A relay system was utilized to remove people from the second floor.
Firefighters wearing breath-ing apparatus took patients from their rooms to the stairwell, where they were
transferred to other personnel who carried them to the outside. By this time, the medical director for the
Paramedic Rescue Squad and a Norfolk General Hospital physician arrived and established a triage site on the
lawn near the east end of the building. Rescue was continuing. Firefighters were experiencing difficulty
releasing restrained patients from beds, as the restraining devices had to be cut or untied, requiring additional
time. Difficulty was also experienced when removing life support systems and body fluid tubes, which were
connected to bed and patient. Because it took so long to remove the bed straps and to disconnect patients from
medical equipment, and because rescuers had to move cautiously down the stairwell carrying elderly, infirm
patients, a traffic jam developed in the hall outside the stairwell. This further compli-cated rescue operations. As
the fire suppression and evacuation effort on the second floor was proceeding, fire personnel were stationed on
the third and fourth floors, where moderate smoke had permeated. They, along with nursing staff, began
reassuring patients and closing doors to rooms. The fire department then hooked up their new high-volume
smoke removal unit ( Air-1) to the front entrance, and used the unit to blast smoke out of the building. By
approximately 2240, the fire on the second floor was extinguished and most patients there had been removed.
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