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indexed. Not illustrated. 1866 Excerpt: .are nearly or wholly absent. In short, it is a portion of the great political
struggle of our century--the struggle between property, be its amount small or great, and mere numbers.
Whether this particular measure will at once place property under the control of numbers, or whether one
more advance will be necessary to complete the process, is a point upon which men will form di erent opinions
according to the interpretation they place upon the fragmentary statistics of the Government. But no one who
has studied the present balance of political forces can doubt that, if this Bill passes, the same goal will still be
reached, whether the journey is performed in one stage or in two. If the democratic power is strong enough
now to make resistence a matter of the utmost di iculty, it will be utterly irresistible when this Reform Bill shall
have brought in a huge contingent of democratic votes. This is, therefore, the decisive battle of the long
campaign--not because the assailants will win by it all they hope to gain, but because when this position is
carried, and this reinforcement obtained, the disparity of force will be so great that all further resistance will be
hopeless. But there is one strange feature about this struggle. It is fought for objects which deeply concern all
who, by their own industry or by inheritance from others, have property to lose; and by all thoughtful
politicians its course is watched with an intensity of...
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