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Echo Library, United States, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.CHAPTER | four o clock in the afternoon Fred A Starratt remembered
that he had been com missioned by his wife to bring home oyster cocktails for dinner. Of course, it went
without saying that he was expected to attend to the cigars. That meant he must touch old Wetherbee for
money. Five dollars would do the trick, but, while he was about it, he decided that he might as well ask for
twenty-five. There were bound to be other de mands before the first of the month, and the hard- fisted cashier
of Ford, Wetherbee Co. seemed to grow more and more crusty over drafts against the salary account. If one
caughthim in a goodhumor it was all right. Usually a risque story was the safest road to geniality. Starratt
raked his brains for a new one, to no purpose. Every moment of delay added greater certainty to the conviction
that he was in for a disagreeable encounter. At four o clock Wetherbee always began to balance his cash for the
day and he was particularly vicious at any interruptions during this precise performance. What in th tvofld had
possessed Helen to give this absurd dinner party to two people Starratt had never met At least she might have
put the thing off until pay day, when money was more plentiful. How did othersmanage Starratt asked himself.
Because therewas a small minority in the officewho received their full month s salary without a break during
the entire year. Take young Brauer, for instance. He got a little over a hundred a month and yet he never
seemed short. He dressed well, too or neatly, to be...
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